09/502,986 

CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

In the claims: 

Please rewrite the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A personal financial management software program embedded on 
computer-readahle media for recording, predicting, and comparing financial data, 
comprising: 

a graphical user interface for creating, manipulating and displaying objocto of object 
nrin ntod G0fb,varc p iogioiu. s ystem tools, t h e system tnnl. inr luding a current .n^.Afy 
tool, a planning analysis tnnl . and a budg e ting analysis tnni ; 
a M current actiyity tool ro mpriaing objects for onterina JaUi fr om current fin oi i u al 
t rn ncactiomi for rcco i ding purpoacs enabling users to <.nter current iip d;,t^. 
financial transaction data objec ts and displa y a to-do list of .rtiyities nromp tina ,ic.rc 
to implement projected financial activity in ths planning analy siQ tnnl; 
a fee planning analysis tool r omprising objccr c ! for entering p io j nrtn d finan c ial duL a f m g 
finnnc i a l acti^% aimula t i ui i enabling users to grap hir^ll y p lan and model fit^.n^.-oi 
actiyity by enterinp proje cted fin a n c i a l pl anning transartip n objects and .im.ii.ri^^ 
financial actiVity fi-om an earliest past Ha te to a latest fiiti,re data and innhiHina . 
fmancial actiyity simulator to identify d epict and eliminat e discrenanciec: 
shortfalls in the, modeled transaction ohj ents; 
a the.budgeting analysis tool c omprioing objcctn for compai ii ij . u irrnn t fman ci al dat a w ii h 
projected financial da t a e nabling use rs to compare current financial ar,tivity w^tl, 
simulated financial actiyity fi-om the finan c ial activity simulator showing ^c^..y .nH 
simulated cash flows and enabling user, tp minimize differences between the a.t.,.i 
and simulated cash flows ; and 
template objects comprising groups of related account, category and transaction objects 
representing multiple cash flows oyer a user-sp ed fied period of rime the template 
objects being created, manipulate d, and displayed by users for simplified financial 
Elanning, budgeting and forecasting using the current activity ton! the p i.nn.n^ 
analysis tool, an d the budgeting analysis tnnl 
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2. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 1, wherein 
each object is derived fi-om an object class selected from the group consisting of an'account 
class, a transaction class, a category class, and a template class. 

3. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 2, wherein 
the account class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of bank accountobjects, 
credit account objects, investment account objects, loan account objects, and mortgage account 
objects. 

4. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 2, wherein 
the transaction class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of account/account 
transaction objects, account/category transaction objects, account/transaction transaction objects, 
category/transaction transaction objects, and close account transaction objects. 

5. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 2, wherein 
the category class comprises an expense category class and an income category class. ' 

6. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 5. wherein 
the expense category class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of subsistence 
expense objects, health expense objects, recreation expense objects, transportation expense 
objects, tax objects, and luxury expense objects. 

7. (original) A personal fmancial management software program according to claim 5. wherein 
the income category class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of investment 
income objects, retirement income objects, and labor income objects. 

8. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 2, wherein 
the template class comprises objects selected from the group consisting of scheduled spending 
template objects, scheduled income template objects, and loan payment template objects. 
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9. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 1, fiirther 
comprising system interface objects to accept user preference defaults for use by the program 
tools. 



10. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 1, further 
comprising cash objects used by transaction objects for tracking cash flows. 

11. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 1, fiirther 
comprising a to-do list displayed in the current activity tool for enabling the planning analysis 
tool to prompt the user to implement projected financial activity. 

12. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 2, fiirther 
comprising account data fi-om other financial programs imported into account objects. 

13. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 2, fiirther 
comprising category data fi-om other financial programs imported into category objects. 

14. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 1, fiirther 
comprising a programming means for enabling the user to create and incorporate a custom object 
wherein each custom object is derived fi-om an object class selected from the group consisting of 
an account class, a transaction class, a category class, and a template class. 

15. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 1, wherein 
the planning analysis tool comprises a financial activity simulation of all objects created by the 
user, the simulation modeling all financial activity from the eariiest past date to the latest fiiture 
date entered. 

16. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 15, wherein 
the financial activity simulation identifies and graphically depicts discrepancies and shortfalls in 
the modeled transactions. 
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17. (original) A personal financial management software program according to claim 15, 
wherein the financial activity simulation is adjusted to eliminate discrepancies and shortfalls, and 
to provide a more accurate fit with actual financial activity. 

18. (currently amended) A method for recording, predicting, and comparing fmancial data using 
a personal financial management software progra m embedded on cnmp ntPr-readable ttipH.p. 
comprising: 

creating, manipulating, and displaying objects of object oriented softw arc programs 
system tools b y a graphical user interfac e, the system tools in cluding a mirrpnt 
activity tool, a planning anal ysis tool, and a budgeting analvsis tool : 
enabling users of the cuire nt activity tool to enter current updates tn fina ncial transantinn 
data objects and displ ay a t o-do lis t of activities p r ompting users to implement 
projected financial acti vity i n t h e pl anning analvsis tool; Pntnnn rr Hn t ^ fi-m , ^^^^^^ 
financial tranaactions for recording purpooeo using objects of a cu i rent activit>^ t oo l , 
enabling users of the planni ng analysis tool to graphically plan and mndel finpn.i.i 
activity by entering projected financial plannin g transaction obj ects and simulating 
financial activity fi-om an earUest past date to a latest fiiture data and mrh^^ir^n . 
financial activity simulator to identi fy, depict and eliminate discrep anr.,>. ^r.A 
shortfalls in the modeled transaction nhj ertc- ^r^t^rir,^ prrj^ rt r r l finnncia l dat a f ui 
simulating financial activit>' using objects of a planning analysis tool; 
enabling users of the budgeting analvsis t ool to compare current financial activity with 
simulated financial activ ity from the fmancial activity simulator show ing actual and 
simulated cash flows , and e nab ling users to minimize differences b etween the antral 
and simulated cash flows ; and c omparing current financial data with projected 
fmancial data using objects of a budgeting analysis tool; and 
grouping related account, category and transaction objects representing multip le ra.h 
flows over a user-specified period of time into template objects, the template objects 
being created, manipulated, and displayed bv h.^pt. for simplified financial planning. 
budgeting and forecasting using the current activity tool, the planning analy Q,\: tnni , 
and the budgeting analysis tool . 
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19. (original) A method according to claim 18, wherein the objects belong to object classes 
comprising an account class, a transaction class, a category class, and a template class derived 

from a time/value class. 



20. (original) A method according to claim 19, wherein the category class comprises an expense 
category class and an income category class. 

21. (original) A method according to claim 18, further comprising accepting user preference 
defaults by system interface objects for use by the program tools. 

22. (original) A method according to claim 18, further comprising tracking cash flows by cash 
objects used by transaction objects. 

23. (original) A method according to claim 18, further comprising enabling the plamiing analysis 
tool to prompt the user to implement projected fmancial activity by a to-do list displayed in 
the current activity tool. 

24. (original) A method according to claim 19, further comprising importing account data from 
other financial programs into account objects. 

25. (original) A method according to claim 19. further comprising importing category data from 
other fmancial programs into category objects. 

26. (original) A method according to claim 18, further comprising enabling the user to create and 
incorporate custom objects into the personal fmancial management software program. 

27. (original) A method according to claim 18, wherein simulating fmancial activity comprises 
simulating fmancial activity of all objects created by the user from the earliest entered date to the 
latest future date entered. 
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28. (original) A method according to claim 27, wherein simulating financial activity further 
comprises identifying and graphically depicting discrepancies and shortfalls in the simulated 

transactions. 

29. (original) A method according to claim 27, wherein simulating financial activity further 
comprises adjusting objects to eliminate discrepancies and shortfalls, and providing a more 
accurate fit with actual financial activity. 



30. (original) A computer software program on a computer-readable medium 
method recited in claim 18. 



incorporating the 



3 1 . (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for personal financial management, 
comprising the steps of: 

creating, manipulating, and displaying o hj nct g of object uiinntnd np fh^ g,. piu^ am . 
system tools by a graphical user interface, the svstem took mni,,^,-.. . 
activity tool, a planning analysis tnni , a nd a budperina pn.iyc^c t^^i- 
using the system tools entering data from past, current a nd nrme.r.t.H 

fiinsactions into objects belonging to an account class, a category class, and a 
transaction class hn ?r> d on past, cmrnnt, n nd proj cau J finn ncial t ian. a U i o n, ; 
using system tools defming objects belonging to a template class that associate'common 
activities te^ of fmancial transactions comprising objects of an account class, a 
category class, and a transaction class; 
using the planning analysis tool graphically pl.nni.a and mndelinp fin.n.,-., j,. 
entering projected finanrial p la miinp transaction obiect. .nH c,n.„i ating fin...,'.! 
activity from an earliest past date to a late.st fiitiire H.ta and including . fin..^ 
activity simulator to identify, depict and eUmi^.t. .jscrepancie. .nH .U.r.,.^^^J^ 
modeled transaction ohj .rts- s imu lating finan c ial ^^ti vi^y du e tu all u bj ccte 
r ep rn^nntin s fman ci al Uourn ction-i from t h e nnrlin st p ost dale tu l L l lalt.i fete^^ 
entered ; 

tracking cash flows due to t ransactions entered hy ,....r hv use of cash objects; 
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identifiing and graphically dopicting diacrGpancioo and ohortfalla in the simulated 
tranoactions f 

using the budgeting analysis tool, comparing current financial activity with simnlafpH 
financial activity fi-om the financial a ctivity simulator showing actual and simnlatftH 
cash flows, and enabling u sers to minimize differences between the actual and 
simulated cash flows data mth projected fmancial data based on objects roprooonting 
financial transactions ; 
adjusting object data to eliminate and minimize discrepancies and shortfalls, and to 

provide a more accurate fit with actual financial activity^; 
displaying a to-do list of activities i n the planning analysis tool for prompting the user to 

initiate planned actions; and 
grouping related account, category and transaction objects into representing multiple cash 
flows over a user-specified period of time template objects, the template objects being 
CTeate4-manipulated and displayed for simplified financial.£lanning, budgeting and 
forecasting using the current activity tool, the planning analysis tool, and the 
budgeting analysis tool . 

32. (original) A computer software program contained on a computer-readable medium 
incorporating the method recited in claim 3 1 . 

33. (original) A computer programmed to perform the steps in the computer-implemented 
method as recited in claim 3 1 . 

34. (currently amended) A personal financial management software system embedded on 
computer-readable media for recording, predicting, and comparing financial data, 
comprising: 

a graphical user interface for creating, manipulating and displaying objects ofobjoct- 
oriontod software programs system tools, the system tools including a current activity 
tool, a plann ing analysis tool, and a budgeting analysis tool: 

a ±t current activity tool comprising objects for entering data firom current financial 
transactions for recording purposes enabling users to enter current updates to 
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financial transaction data object. anH a to-do h.f nf .ctivitie. p rnn.pt,n. 

users to implement projected finanrial activity in th. p i.^jng analv.,'. t.ni- 
a the planning analysis tool rnm r ri: ing obj uL fo r nn t r ring p ia j tulc J f inn ncial da t a f u i a 
fimnrii l c ictivit) .im ulati oi i ena bling u se rs to eranbicallv p l.n .nd model fin.nH.i 
activity by enterin p projected financial planning tr.n..ntinn objects and .in.„i.t^., 
financial activity from an earl iest past date , t o a latest fiiti.r. H.t a and inclndin. . 
financial activity simulato r to identify de pict and elimin.t. discrenancies .n^ 
shortfalls in the modeled transaction nhj ertc; 
a &e.budgeting analysis tool rnm pricing objects f o r rnm poi-inj , u u nu,t fin nncial Jal a ^^iih 
pr o j oct od fmoucial Jala enab ling u se rs t o c ompare cnn-ent financial activity w,>h 
simulated financial acti>dt^. from the financial acti vity simnl.tnr cf,.„w.^ 
simulated cash flows and enab linp users to minimize differenc es between th. 
and simulated cash flows ; and 
template objects comprising groups of related account, category and transaction objects 
representing multiple cash flows over a user-snecified p er,.^ .-^^ the template 
objects being created, manipulated, and displayed by users for simplified financial 
EMning. budgeting and forecasting using the current activity tool , th. pi.n„.-„^ 
analysis too l, and the budgeting analysis tnni 

35. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 
34, wherein the objects belong to object classes comprising an account class, a tmisaction class, 
a category class, and a template class derived from a time/value class. 



36. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 
34, further comprising system interface objects to accept user preference defaults for use by the 



program tools. 



37. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 
34, fiirther comprising cash objects used by transaction objects for tracking cash flows. 
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38. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 

34, fiirther comprising a to-do list displayed in the cuirent activity tool for enabling the plamiing 
analysis tool to prompt the user to implement projected financial activity. 

39. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 

35, fiirther comprising account data fi-om other financial programs imported into account objects. 

40. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 
35, fiirther comprising category data fi-om other financial programs imported into category 
objects. 

41. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 
34, fiirther comprising a programming means for enabling the user to create and incorporate 
custom objects into the personal financial management software program. 

42. (previously amended) A personal financial management software system according to claim 
34, wherein the planning analysis tool comprises a financial activity simulation of all objects 
created by the user, the simulation modeling all financial activity from the earliest past date to 
the latest fiiture date entered. 
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